DON SIBOMMAN

Rears CAFRCL
600 DEXTER AVENUE, Roon N-184
MONTGoMIERY, ALARAMA 36130

(334) 242-7100
Fax: (334) 242-0937

Octobex 5, 2001

The Honorable Spencet Abrahem
Secretary '
United Stutes Departmient of Enetgy
1000 Jndependance Avenue Soutirwest
"Washington, D.C, 20585-0001

Dear Mr. Séoretay:

As you know. the state of Alsbama etd the rest of our nation stll face a aritical need to
permanently disposc of used foel from nuclesr encrzy plants. Although significant scientific
resalts have been achieved, pugt delays have delayed the federal repository program by more than
a decade. Mare than 20 ysers and 37 billion have been spent in detailed scicnfific and engineering
studies to enswza that the pergmnent repository at Yucea Mowntsain, stthorized by the Nuclear
‘Wastz Palicy Act of 1982, will protuct public sud werker safcty and health.

Since 1983, the elesticity copsumers of my stare kave paid more than $761 million to-the
Nuyvlear Waste Fund for permanent dispozal of used guclear firel. Currently, 2,033 metric tons of
uged muclear fuel is being stoved at power reactory in Alaburoa. Nuclear power aceounts for 25.3
percent of elactricity generation in Alabams and pleys a key role ia maintainiog reagonable
electricity rates and reliable service for Alabama consumsrs. Intction on the paxt of the federal
government could jeopmrdize the continued use of auclear enexgy, a key compenent in
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] With the sompletion of the Peelinminary Site Suitability Evaluation, there is » sceand
seieraific basin for the Depariment of Encrgy to proceed expedidously with the development of a
federal repostfory. Jaternational scientific consensus supports geologic disposal as the safest mmd
okt relinble method currently availabie for the dispoesl of nged rualear fitel. Ax governor, 1
again strongly urgs you to recommend Yucca Mountain as the repository site.

Wit gratitude and best regards, I«

DS/me/ke
cc: Ms. Carol Hanlon



